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Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Thedwastro 
in  the  County  of  Vifest  Suffolk  for  the  year  ending 

31st  Doceriber  1943. 

-  0  0  o  - 


Public  Health  Offices, 
V/ostgate  House, 

Bury  S  t ,Ednund  *  s • 
June  1944 , 


T  O  5 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Thedv/astro. 

Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


’  Herev/ith  I  beg  to  submit  for  your 

favourable  consideration  my  sixth  Report  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1943. 

Except  in  the  case  of  items  for 
which  full  particulars  are  required  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  the  report  has  been  limited  on  his  instructions, 
owing  to  the  War. 


I  am, Mr .Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
ROBERT  K.  CL^lYTON, 

M.B.,B.S.,B.hT.,D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

also  Medical  Officer  of  Health, Newmarket  Urban, Mildenhall 
Cosford  and  Thingoe  Rural  Districts  and 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  -West  Suffolk. 


Sanitary  Inspector.  Osv;ald  J.  Wyatt,,M.S  .1  .A.  ,A.R.San*I» , 

Meat  Cert.R.S.I.,  also  Building 
Surveyor , Housing  Manager  and 
Petroleum,  and  Explosives  Officer. 
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SUCTION  A. 


STATISTICS  iAID  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TI-iS  ;JIEA. 


l.GENSRAL  STATISTICS. 


itPea  34,126  acres. 

Registrar  General ts  estimate  of  the 

resident  population  nid-year  8713* 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end 

of  year  according  to  Rato  Book#  2 #539* 


Ratcab.le  Value# 


£26,731. 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  £111. 

2  .EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  TIIF  YEI\R . 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Stillbirths. 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Deaths . 
Birth  Rate. 


Total 

Male 

133 

72 

11 

n 

2 

- 

130 

I  o 

The-dwastre 

16.6. 

Female . 

61 

3 

2 

•• 

60 

Bn -o  and  &  Wales  16.5 


Stillbirth  Rateper 
lO'Oa  ■totaT~(rive  k 

still)  births.  ”  13.7- 

Death  Rate  per  1000  ”  14.9.  ”  ”  12 #1. 

residGrit  population. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants 
uhdoV  1  year. 

All  Infants  per  1000 

live  births.  "  34.7.  ’’  ”  49 

Legitimate  Infants  per 

1000  legitimate  births.  ”  30.0. 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  — 

1000  illegitimate  births.  ”  90.9. 

5  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  oc^u^^red  (2  males  anci 
2  females  legitimate,  1  male  llLegitimc te ) .  1  death  from 

maternal  causes  (He  ading  30),  22  deaths  from  Cancer,  1  from 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years),  and  no  deaths  from  Measles  and 
Vifho oping -cough  were  recorded* 


On  the  follov^ing  page  is  a  table  giving  the  causes 
and  bhe  number  of  deaths  occurring  at  the  various  age  groups  • 

The  totals  correspond  v/ith  the  Registrar  General *s  figures. 

The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  Headings  given  in  the 
Manual  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths  -1938 • 
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CAUSP.S  OF  DEATHS. 

Deaths  at  the  Sub- joined  ages 
of  ’‘RESIDSlh?S"  whether 
pccurring  in  or  beyond  District. 
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Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
Systen 

-- 

il  - 

1  1 

7 

Other  f orris  of  tuberculosis. 

mm 

mm  m» 

mm  mm 

mm 

-  1 

••  mm 

-  1 

9 

Influenza . 

1  1 

2  1 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  & 
oesopho.r^ius  (n)  uterus  (f) 

1 

14 

Cancer  of  stonach  2c  duodenui'i 

1  **  ** 

1  — 
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Cancer  of  Breast 
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Intra-cranial  vascular 
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Heart  Disease . 
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30  22 
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Bronchitis . 
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Pneurionia 
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Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
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Ulceration  of  the  stonach 
or  duo denun 
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Other  Maternal  Causes 
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Congenital  naif ornations , 
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Other  Violent  Causes 
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-All  other  pauses 
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TOTAL  '  Males 
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30  -  ' 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  /uBEA . 

1,  (a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  The  Enerccncy  Public  Health 
Labor  at  ory  at  ambr  idg  e  provides  those  facilities  for 
a  lump  sun  which  covers  also  any  specimens  examined  in 
emergency  by  the  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital. 

(b)  AIvIBUL.INCE  FACILITIES.  No  Change. 

(o)  msmim  in  the  HOL'IS.  The  Local  Nursing  Associations 
which  are  financecFpartiy  by  contributory  scheme^  partly 
by  voluntary  contributions,  and  partly  by  County  Council 
grants,  carry  out  this  work  through  their  nurses  who  are  residing 
in  the  villages  of  Hinderclay, Great  Ashfield,  V/oolpit,  whilst 
some  parishes  are  served  by  nurses  residing  at  Stanton  and 
Bradfield  St,  George, 

W  CLINICS  AND  TRBATMEILT  CENTRES.  No  Change. 

(e)  HOSPITALS .  The  County  Council  during  the  year 
provided  additional  Midwifery  facilities  in  their  St.hary^s 
Hospital,Bury  St .EdmundJ s -  but  the  District  in  coiomon  v/ith  many 
others  still  lacks  adequate  maternity  accomodation. 


SECTION  C. 

1,  (i)  1/VATER .  There  arc  still  no  public  piped  supplies  in  the 
area;  the  inhabitants  depend  upon  dug  and  bored  wells.  Ma.ny  v/ells 
became  dry  tov/ards  the  end  of  the  Surmier,  and  at  Gedding  it  became 
necessary  to  cart  v/ater  for  several  months  to  the  10  Council 
Houses.  19  water  samples  v/ere  submitted  for  examination  from 

lo  bored  dug  wells,  only  4  of  v/hich  v/ere  shovm  on  analysis  to  bo 
satisfactory. 

(ii)  DRA INA GE  AILD  SE^/ERiiGE .  A  portion  of  the  half  brick  drain 
was  ta.ken  up  and  relaid  in  Mill  Lane ,Vi[oolpit ,  A  private  drain 
at  Beyton, after  several  tests,  v/as  found  to  be  satisfactory, 

2,  RIVEfe  MD  STREAMS .  Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  securing  the 
necessary  labour  the  v/atercourse  at  Walsharri~le-Willows,  and  ditches 
in  other  villages  have  not  received  attention, 

3,  /(i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  The  closet  accommodation  is  almost 
entirely  of  the  "pail  type,  privy  vaults  are  confined  in  m.ost  cases 
to  G'oijitages  with  small  gardens  or  farmhouses, 

Cii)  IBB  LIP  CLEANSING.  In  Thedv;astre  there  are  no  Public  Cleansing 
Schemas,  The  Women bs  Voluntary  Service  under  the  able  leadership 
of  Mrai.Holt  Wilson  collect  salvage  throughout  the  District, 

/  I  • 

(.111)  SANITAKT  IMSPEOTIOK'  OP  THS  AREA. 

j 

'  The  following  tabular  statement  has  boon  supplied 

/by  Mr, I,  Wyatt i- 

i 

;Dv/ell5|ing  Houses. 

Total  nuraber  of  dwelling  house  inspections 
made  under  the  various  Acts  45 

Total  number  of  re-inspections  thereof  44 

Number  of  houses  inspected  after  Infectious  Disease  10 

Draitis,  I  Xuspeotions  and  tests,  16 

- - :  ~TI5~' 


Bt  ,f  orv/ard , 

115. 

Various  Ircpections , 

Slaughter  Houses  (Bacon  Factory) 

288 

Butchers  Premises, 

23 

Food  Shops  and  Bakehouses, 

166 

Factories , 

33 

Shops , 

26 

Cowsheds . 

75 

Dairies , 

75 

Vifater  Samples, 

19 

School  Inspections. 

12 

Intorviev/s  • 

56 

Cfiinplaints , 

34 

Survey  of  premises  for  rats. 

207 

Building  Surveyor, 

3 

Council  Houses. 

256 

Evacuation, 

103 

Air  Raid  Shelters, 

178 

Miscellaneous , 

123 

TOTAL  1792. 

Classified  list  of  Housing  Defects  and  nuisances  abated 
dubiAg"  the ‘y5A3? .  '  '  '  -  -  . -  -  . 


Roofs  repaired  ^  21 

Chimneys  repaired  4 

Eavosgutters  repaired  2 

Ceilings  repaired  5 

V/alls  repaired  '  37 

Dampne  s  s  23  ^ 

V/indows  repaired  4 

Staircases  repaired  3 

Doors  repaired  5 

Fireplaces  repaired  7 

Coppers  installed  or  repaired  3 

Sinks  repaired  1 

Floors  repaired  6 

Yard  Paving  1 

V/ells  repaired  2 

Closets  repaired  or  renev^ed  5 

Others,  5 


134. 


,  In  addition  to  the  above  repairs  v/ere  carried  out  to 

the  Council  Houses  and  those  requisitioned  under  the  G-overnment 
Rlvacuation  Scheme, 

Since  November  the  Council  have  had  the  services  of  a 
■pest  Officer,  and  from  that  date  200  premises  have  been  inspected 
and  1809  rats  destroyed, 

''  Factory  Act, 1957,  33  Inspections  to  Factories  v/ere  made. 

Repairs  to  closet  accommodation  were  required  and  remedied 
in  one  case, 

(iv)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.  26  inspections  relating  to  the 
.  provisions  of  "tKe  Shops  Act, 1934  were  made* 

(v)  0Al;IPi::"  SITES.  No  applications  for  licence  to  occupy 

;  a  site  were  ’made  in  1943, 

(vl)_  SMOKE  ABATEMEMT .  No  action  necessary. 

(vli)  SVrtMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.  Nil. 

f 

(viii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  Nil. 
i 

4 ♦SCHOOLS  *  The  washing -and  sanitary  accommodation  was  e:samirLed -during 
liJ  'inspections. 
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SIICTION  D, 


HOUSING. 


I.  (1}  (A)  Total  number  of  dv/cllinr^  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  45 

(B )  Nuraber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  09 


(2)  (A)  Houses  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations ,1925 .  Nil« 

(3)  Kunber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  bo  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitat  ion  Nil« 


(4}  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heaxl)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation.  39 


2*  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  v/ithout  service 
of  "formal  not'f c  e  J'  ' 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers.  37. 

5.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

There  v/ere  no  proceedings  under  Sections  9,10,11, 

12,13  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  nor  proceedings  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

4 » Housing  Act  1 95 6 art  lV.>Qvercrowding . 

Number  of  dv;ellings  overcrov^ded  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil. 

Nin^iber  of  cases  of  overcrov/ding  reported  during  the  year  1. 

Nuraber  of  cases  of  overcrov/ding  relieved  during  the  year  1. 

Nuraber  of  persons  concerned.  8. 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local 

authority  having  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowdinj;; 


The  Council  possess  531  Council  Houses  e  By  the  end 
of  1943  the  4  houses  in  course  of  erection  for  agricultural 
workers  were  almost  complete, 

SECTION _ E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY .  The  nuraber  of  Registered  Oowkeepers  in  the  District 
increased  by  4  in  1943  making  109  in  all.  75  visits  were  paid 
io  cowsheds  and  a  similar  nuraber  to  dairies.  It  is  gratifying 
to  record  that  for  the  most  part  the  cowsheds  in  the  district 
have  readied  a  very  high  stand©J?d, 

{b)  I.ffiAT  AND  CT HER  FOODS,  The  Elmswell  Bacon  Factory  is  the  only 
licenced  siaiigiitrerhouse  in  regular  use  in  the  District, 

Slaughtering  takes  place  on  every  week  day,  288  visits  v/ere  paid 
and  the  46^44  4  pigs  slaughtered  during  the  year  v/ere  all  inspected. 
The  meat  condemned  from  the  above  nuraber  v;as  as  follows 
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Nuraber  Condenincd 


Carcases 

91 

Heads 

3501 

Plucks 

1191 

Intestines 

2242 

Kidneys 

2229 

Leaf  Fats 

52 

P 0  r c  o n t  a  r  c .  Appr  ox ina  t  c 

.1  •  iS  ,n  I  ■  MW  I  I  m,  mi  <  11 


V.' eight , 

.20 

16,077 

lb 

7.58 

45,513 

lb 

2,56 

8,336 

lb 

4.83 

4,80 

556 

lb 

.11 

118 

lb 

Tho  above  carcases  v/erc  condoLined  for  the  following 
reasons:-  Tuberculosis  73 ,Scpticacr.iia  1, Moribund  13, Jaundice  2, 
Pleurisy  1, Peritonitis  1, 


In  addition  the  following  foods  were  condoicned”. - 
158  lb  Canned  fo  0 d  (Me at , i. ru it  iish,OGans  etc*) 

52  lb  Putrified  beef,  10-|-lb  Sheepts  liver, 

10  lb  Cheese. 


(c)  ADULTEWION  ETC. 
(e)MJTRlfldl^ 

UO  V/ATER"^SS 


(d)  CIIELIICAL  &  BACTERIOLOOIG.aL 
(f )  8i:lELL-i'ii5ii  (T-ioliuscan) 


KAMI  led  I  eN)  No 


i 

) Change  * 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  0F,AI-TD  GOLITROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AID  OTHER  DISEi.SES . 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945 . 


- 1^0^ 
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to 

■¥35  Hospital 

Death 
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mm 

mm 

mm 
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mm 

Ell  0  o  p  i  ng  c  ough 

19 

12 

1 

1 

2 

mm 

« 

mm 

tm 

mm 

Measles 

71 

2 

7 

5 

4 

7 

8 

25 

10 

2 

_ 

mm 

1 

1 

mm 

W 

Diphtheria 

1 

9m 

«• 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

•• 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

1 

mm 

TOTAL 

LOO 

2 

L9 

8 

5 

9 

9 

28 

14 

3 

- 

1 

li 

1 

■  ■■- 

0 

mm 

Five  cases  of  Infective  Jaundice  were  notified  in 

December  1943, 

The  number  of  notifiable  diseases  (other  than 
Xuber^losis)  in  1943  was  100,  which  corresponded  very  closely 
to  the  98  received  in  1942* 


166  children  (100  age  0-4  years  and  G6  age  5-14  years) 
completed  the  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  during  tho  year.  It 
is  estimated  that  by  the  end  of  1943,  82^  of  children  under  5  years  of 
ago  and  99^  of  children  betvifeen  5  andc  15  years  of  age  had  comi^leted 
the  irnmimisation  course. 

During  1943  61  cases  of  Scabies  were  treated  -  a  decrease 
of  21  on  the  1942  figure. 

TUBERGULO  S'"I  S 


New  cases  and  Mortality  duriny  1943. 

DEATHS . 

Age  Periods  Respiratory  Non -R c s p i r a t o ry  Respiratory  "Non-Re spir at ory * 


15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

i5-54 

35-65 

TOTAL 


"him  F  # 

1 

1 


m 

T 


T 


I/I . 


F. 


1 


T 


M. 


1 

T 


1 


T 


F 


1 

T 


28  cases  remained  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
3nd  of  the  year, Respiratory  Male  7, Female  10,  and  Non-Respiratory 
^lalo  4,  Female  7. 
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